Q—(istory of the Rosary

Since the Rosary is com]oosed: Jorincijoa[(y and in substance, cf the prayer
of Christ and the ﬂngeﬁ’c Salutation, that is, the Our Father and the Hail
Q\/lary, it was without doubt the ﬁrst prayer and the Jorinciya( devotion cf
the fm’tﬁfuf and has been in use all tﬁrougﬁ the centuries, ﬁ’om the time of
the ajoost&as and cfisci]o&es down to the present. It was on[y in the Year 1214,
however, that the Church received the fRosary in its present form and
accorc[ing to the method we use tocfay. It was given to the Church By St.
Dominic, who had received it from the Blessed Virgin as a means cf
converting the ﬂ[ﬁigensians and other sinners. 1 will tell you the story cj
how he received it, which is found’ in the very well-known book De
CDignitate Psalterii, Ey Blessed Alan de [a Roche. Saint Dominic, seeing
that the gravity of ])eopfe's sins was ﬁincfem’ng the conversion cf the
?’l[ﬁigensiuns, withdrew into a forest near Toulouse, where he Jamyec[
continuousfy for three cfays and three m’gﬁts. During this time he did
notﬁing but weep and do harsh _penances in order to appease the anger cf
God. He used his d'iscijo[ine so much that his Boc[y was lacerated, and
fina[(y he fe[f into a coma. At this ]ooint our Lacfy ayyeared' to him,
accom}oanied' By three ange[s, and she said, "Dear Dominic, do you know
which weapon the Blessed T rim’ty wants to use to reform the world?" "Oh,
my Lacfy," answered Saint Dominic, "you know far better than 1 do,
because next to your Son Jesus Christ you have a(ways been the cﬁief
instrument cf our salvation." Then our Lacfy rqo[iecf, "] want you to know
that, in this kind cf wm:fare, the Jorinci}oa[ weapon has a[ways been the
."Ange(ic Psalter, which is the foundation-stone qf the New Testament.

T ﬁerefore, 1f you want to reach these hardened souls and win them over to
god: ])reacﬁ my Psalter.” So he arose, comforted, and Euming with zeal for



the conversion qf the Jaecyol?a in that district, he made stmigﬁt for the
cathedral. At once unseen ange[s rang the bells to gatﬁer the yecyﬂe
togetﬁer, and Saint Dominic Eegan to }areacﬁ. At the very Eeginning cf his
sermon, an ayya[fing storm broke out, the earth shook, the sun was
darkened, and there was so much thunder and [igﬁtning that all were very
much afmic[. Even greater was their fear when, fooEing at a picture of our
Lacfy exJoosec( in a prominent Jo[ace, tﬁey saw her raise her arms to heaven
three times to call down gocfs vengeance upon them 1f tﬁey fm’(ecf to be
converted, to amend their [ives, and seek the protection of the ﬁofy Mother
of gocf. goc[ wished, By means cf these suyematum[ yﬁenomena, to gpread’
the new devotion of the ﬁo(y Rosary and to make it more Wicfefy known. At
last, at the prayer of Saint Dominic, the storm came to an end, and he
went on Joreacﬁing‘ So fervent(y and com}oe[(ingfy did he exy[m’n the
importance and value cf the Rosary that almost all the Joeoy[e of Toulouse
embraced it and renounced their fa[se Ee[iefs. In a very short time a great
improvement was seen in the town; Jaecyol?a Began [ead'ing Christian [ives

and gave up their former bad habits.

71 nsyired Ey the ?(o(y Ghost, instructed Ey the Blessed Virgin as well as Ey
his own exyen’ence, Saint Dominic Joreacﬁed' the ‘Rosary for the vest cf his
ﬂ’fe. He Joreacﬁecf it Ey his examjofe as well as By his sermons, in cities and
in country Ja[aces, to Joeoy[e of ﬁigﬁ station and low, Before scholars and the
uneducated, to Catholics and to heretics. The fRosary, which he said every
cfay, was his preparation for every sermon and his [ittle tryst with our
Lacfy immec{iate[y cfrer ]oreacﬁing. One cfay he had to Jareacﬁ at Notre
Dame in Paris, and it ﬁayyenecf to be the feast of St. John the fvangeﬁst
He was in a little cﬁa}ae[ behind the ﬁigﬁ altar ]omymfu[[y preparing his
sermon By saying the Rosary, as he a[ways did, when our Lad’y ajojoearec{
to him and said: "Dominic, even tﬁougﬁ what you have ])fannec[ to say



may be very goodj Tam Bringing you a much better sermon.” Saint
Dominic took in his hands the book our Lac{y prcjj[erecf, read the sermon
cargfu[fy and, when he had understood it and meditated on it, he gave
thanks to her. When the time came, he went up into the Jougait and, in syite
of the feast cfay, made no mention cf Saint John other than to say that he
had been founc[ wortﬁy to be the (qucm[ian of the Queen of Heaven. The
congregation was made up cf tﬁeofogicms and other eminent ]oeoyfe, who
were used to ﬁearing unusual and poﬁsﬁec{ discourses; but Saint Dominic
told them that it was not his desire to gi\/e them a learned discourse, wise
in the eyes cf the world, but that he would Sjoealé in the simyﬁ’city of the
Q-[O[y Spirit and with his forcefufness. So he Eegan }Weacﬁing the Rosary
and exy[ainecf the Hail Mary word By word as he would to a group of
children, and used the very simy&e illustrations which were in the book
gi\/en him By our Lacfy. Blessed Alan, accord'ing to Cartﬁagena, mentioned
several other occasions when our Lovd and our Laafy ay}oearecf to Saint
‘Dominic to urge him and inspire him to Jareacﬁ the Rosary more and more
in order to wipe out sin and convert sinners and heretics. Tn another
_passage Cartﬁagena says, "Blessed Alan said our Lacfy revealed to him
that, aﬁer she had a}a}aearec[ to Saint Dominic, her blessed Son ayjoearec[ to
him and said, "“Dominic, 1 rejoice to see that you are not re[ying on your
own wisdom and that, rather than seek the empty praise of men, you are
Worﬁing with great ﬁumi[ity for the salvation qf souls. "But many priests
want to Jareacﬁ tﬁunc[erous[y against the worst kinds of sin at the very
outset, faifing to realize that Before a sick _person is given bitter medicine,
he needs to be Jorqoarecf Ey Eeing put into the rigﬁt fmme of mind to rea([y
Eeneﬁ’t By it. "That is wﬁy, Before Joing anytﬁing else, ]oriests should try
to kindle a love of prayer in Jaecyo(e's hearts and esyecia(fy a love of my
."Ange(ic Psalter. ‘Jf on[y tﬁey would all start saying it and would rea[[y
persevere, God in his mercy could ﬁarcf(y rgfuse to give them his grace. So 1



want you to ]91"6@(7 ﬁ my fRosary.

Al tﬁings, even the holiest, are suﬁject to cﬁange, esyeciaffy when tﬁey are
cfejoend’ent on man's free will. Tt is ﬁara[fy to be wondered at, then, that the
Confmtemity of the Q-[O[y Rosary onfy retained its ﬁ’rst ﬂzrvour for a
century aﬁer it was instituted Ey Saint Dominic. %ﬁer this it was like a
tﬁing buried and forgotten. Doubtless, too, the wicked scﬁeming and
jea[ousy of the devil were (arge[y resyonsiﬁ[e for getting Joecyafe to neg[ect the
Rosary, and thus block the f[ow of God's grace which it had drawn upon
the world, T hus, in 134 9 goc{ Jounisﬁec[ the whole cf Eurcyae with the most
terrible Jofague that had ever been known. Smrting in the east, it syreacf
tﬁrougﬁout ‘Jta(y, Germany, France, Poland and Q—(ungary, Eringing
desolation wherever it went, for out qf a hundred men ﬁan{(y one lived to
tell the tale. Big cities, towns, w’[fages and monasteries were almost
comy[etel’y deserted cfum’ng the three years that the ejoid’emic lasted. This
scourge of God was cluicﬁfy fo(fowe(f Ey two others, the ﬁeresy cf the

F fage[(ants and a tmgic schism in 1376. Later on, when these trials were
over, thanks to the mercy of god: our Lacfy told Blessed Alan to revive the
fm’mer Confmtemity cf the Cl-[ofy Rosary. Blessed Alan was one of the
Dominican Fathers at the monastery at Dinan, in fBrittany. He was an
eminent tﬁeofogian and a famous ]oreacﬁer. Our Lac{y chose him because,
since the Confmternity had origina[[y been started in that Jorovince, it was
fitting that a Dominican from the same province should have the honour
of re-esmﬁfisﬁing it. Blessed Alan Eegan this great work in 1460, aﬁer a
S})ecial’ warning ﬁfom our Lord. This is how he received that urgent
message, as he ﬁimse(f tells it: One cfay when he was cﬁ(em’ng ‘Mass, our
Lord, who wished to spur him on to Joreacﬁ the ﬁofy r.Roscu’y, 5}90Ee to him
in the Sacred Host. "How can you cruafy me again so soon?" Jesus said.
"“What did you say, Lord?" asked Blessed Alan, ﬁormfiec[. "You crucgfieaf me



once Eefore By your sins," answered Jesus, "and T would Wi[[ing[y be
cmcifiecf again rather than have my Father oﬁ(endéc[ Ey the sins you used
to commit. You are cmcifying me again now because you have all the
(eaming and unc[erstanc[ing that you need to Joreacﬁ my Mother's Rosary,
and you are not Joing it. le you on(y did that, you could teach many souls
the rigﬁt Jaatﬁ and lead them away ﬁfom sin. ‘But you are not cfoing it, and
S0 You yourse& are gui(ty cf the sins that tﬁey commit." This terrible
rqoroacﬁ made Blessed Alan sokmn[y resolve to yreacﬁ the Rosary
unceasing(y‘ Our Lad'y also said to him one cfay to inspire him to }areacﬁ
the Rosary more and more, "You were a great sinner in your youtﬁ, but 1
obtained the grace cf your conversion from my Son. Had such a tﬁing been
yossiﬁfe, 9 would have liked to have gone tﬁrougﬁ all kinds cf suﬁ(em’ng to
save you, because converted sinners are a g[ory to me. And 1 would have
done that also to make you wortﬁy qf ]oreacﬁing my Rosary far and
wide." Saint Dominic ap])earecf to Blessed Alan as well and told him cf the
great results of his ministry: he had Joreacﬁecf the fRosary unceasing[y, his
sermons had borne great fruit and many Joecyol?a had been converted cfum’ng
his missions. He said to Blessed Alan, "See what Wonc{mfuf results 1 have
had tﬁrougﬁ Joreacﬁing the Rosary. You and all who love our Lacfy ougﬁt
to do the same so that, By means cf this ﬁofy practice of the Rosary, you
may draw all Joecyoﬂa to the real science of the virtues." fBriej[y, then, this is
the ﬁistory of how Saint Dominic established the ﬁofy Rosary and cf how
Blessed Alan de [a Roche restored it.

From the time Saint Dominic established the devotion to the ﬁofy Rosary
up to the time when Blessed Alan de [a Roche reestablished it in 1460, it
has a[ways been called the Psalter cf TJesus and Mary. This is because it
has the same number cf Hail Marys as there are Josafms in the Book qf the
Psalms cf David. Since Sim]o(e and uneducated })eoyfe are not able to say
the Psalms cf David, the ﬂosary is held to be just as fruitfu( for them as



David's Psalter is for others.

Fver since Blessed Alan de [a Roche re-established this devotion, the voice
of the Joecyo(e, which is the voice of gocf, gave it the name cf the CRosary,
which means "crown cf roses." That is to say that every time ]oeoyfe say the
Rosary cfevoutfy tﬁey }aface on the heads qf TJesus and Mary 153 white
roses and sixteen red roses. Being ﬁeaven(y f[owers, these roses will never
facfe or lose their Eeauty. Our Lacfy has ayyrovecf and confirmecf this name
of the Rosary; she has revealed to several Joecya[e that each time tﬁey say a
Hail Mary tﬁey are giving her a Beaumfu[ rose, and that each comjofete
Rosary makes her a crown of roses. So the comjol?ate Rosary is a (arge
crown qf roses and each cﬁajo&at of ﬁ’ve decades is a little wreath of f[owers
or a little crown of ﬁeaven[y roses which we y[ace on the heads qf TJesus and
‘Mary. The rose is the queen qf ffowers, and so the Rosary is the rose of

devotions and the most imyormnt one
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